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Lion A. Diane Muscoreil
Cabinet Secretary District 20-N

3505 Wilson Cambria Road
Wilson, NY 14172
716-304-1962 (H)

716-751-9213 (C)
 diane.muscoreil@gmail.com
District 20-N

Cabinet  Meeting Minutes

Saturday, September 13TH, 2008
Call to Order: :    The Sub-District Convention/Cabinet Meeting of District 20-N was held at the Olmstead Center for the Visually Impaired on Saturday, November 8th, 2008. Registration took place from 9:00 – 10:00 am with coffee, tea and pastries being served.  The meeting was called to order by DG James Muscoreil at 10:00 a.m. and he introduced our special guest, ID Dr. Jerimiah Myers from Kodiak, AL.  VDG Dave Gehring led us in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Region One Chair Clancy Burkwit leading us in the singing of “Oh Canada” and “God Bless America”. The invocation was given by Lion Rick Jachimiak. (Attendance sheets are attached.) DG James thanked the thirteen Supported Agencies who were set up in the lobby and reminded all those in attendance to be sure and stop by each agency and get information to take back to their clubs.
Minutes:  The minutes of the September 13th 2008 Cabinet Meeting were approved as received on a motion by ZC Lion Don Dove, seconded by CC/IPDG Ken Butkowski and unanimously carried.
Financial Report:   CT Charles Landry presented the Financial Report covering the period August 31st – October 31st  2008.  A motion was made by RC Clancy Burkwit, seconded by ZC Daniel Dunn that the report be accepted as presented, unanimously carried. (Attached) 
MERL Report by  VDG Dave Gehring
VDG Dave gave the figures from the latest Cumulative Report for District 20-N which showed 32 New Members, 8 Reinstated Members, and 2 Transferred Members for a total of 40 new members.   We currently stand at -22 for the 2008-2009 year. VDG Dave thanked  all clubs who have inducted new members and asked all clubs  to continue this important work.
District Governor Report: The following reports were given by DG Muscoreil.
· Each club President was sent an application for the PDG Leadership Achievement Award – they must be returned by December 1st to PDG Bob Shively .

· International President’s Raffle tickets are now available.  All proceeds from the raffle will be used to set up a special fund in the name of IP Al  and Dr. Maureen Brandel to benefit the youth of MD-20.  First prize is a trip to the Super Bowl, second prize a trip to the Pro Bowl and third prize $1,000.00. 
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· Xmas for Special Kids will take place on Saturday, December 13th, with our own Lion Santa visiting three locations:
Randolph Children’s Home at 10:00 AM

Wyndham Lawn in Lockport from 2-4pm

Father Baker Victory Home  6 pm
All Presidents were sent letters asking for their support and all Lions clubs are encouraged to donate to whichever location you choose, and to try to attend the events if at all possible.  
· The Buffalo Latino Club Charter was presented on November 1st to the Buffalo Latino Lions Club at the Rich Renaissance Atrium – Our congratulations go out to this new club and all those who worked on making this happen.
· Lion Lorna is the new  Zone Chair in Region 1 Zone 2. Lion Lorna was called forward by DG James and given her Zone Chair pin and thanked for accepting this important position.
· DG James reminded all clubs that their District 20-N Dues and payment for the DGNFL were due on November 1st!  

· DG James announced that at the  recent Council of Governor’s meeting in October, there was a discussion on the possibility of redistricting our Multiple District. More information will be given as it comes in.
· Rochester, NY was chosen as the site for the  2011 MD Convention

· Lions International Environmental Photo Contest entries are due to DG James  by December 31st.

· International Hero Award Applications are available on the Lions website and are due back by April 1st. They recognize Lions making a difference in the world, either individuals, clubs, or districts, clubs or district projects, Presidents or District Governors. The winners will be announced at the 2009 International Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota July 6th thru the 10th.
Vice District Governor Nomination 2009-2010

DG James opened the floor for nominations for VDG for the 2009-2010 year.  Lion Dave Conley nominated Lion Gary Carini of the Orchard Park Lions Club for the position of VDG 2009-2010 year.  The motion was seconded by all clubs present.  DG James called for any other nominations from the floor.  There being none, nominations for VDG will remain open until 30 days prior to the MD-20 Convention May 21st, 2009 (Resolution Attached)
District Governor Nomination 2009-2010

DG James opened the floor for nominations for DG for the 2009-2010 year.  Lion Daniel Dunn nominated VDG Dave Gehring of the West Seneca Lions Club for the position of DG 2009-2010 year.  The motion was seconded by all clubs present.  DG James called for any other nominations from the floor.  There being none,  nominations for DG will remain open until 30 days prior to the MD-20 Convention May 21st, 2009.

A break was taken and the Lions Spinning Wheel was put to use with several questions being asked and prizes being awarded. 

DG James showed a photograph of a Lion taken by PID Ed Cordes, and asked ID Jerimiah Myers to help auction the photograph off to the highest bidder.  Lion President Rich Burley of the Barker Lions Club won the print for a donation of $100.00

Cabinet Reports:  DG James reminded all Cabinet members  that they were being given three minutes to give their reports, and that Sergeant of Arms Lion Dan Dunn would be the Timer.  The following reports were given:
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Sunshine Committee Chair Lion Sheila Jones

· Lion Sheila submitted her report to the Cabinet Secretary and presented it to those in attendance. (Attached)
Diabetes Chairman PCS Nancy Luckman 

· PCS Nancy asked us to all read the two brochures available on the tables in the lobby.  More children have type 2 diabetes now than ever in our history.  She asked every Lion to concentrate on their family  and do whatever needs to be done to prevent this disease from affecting those that you love.

District  MTI Eye Screening Chairman PDG Robert Shively
· Submitted his reported to the Cabinet Secretary, and gave a report on all the eye screenings being done throughout the District.  There is a training session planned at the Ross Eye Institute on Saturday, November 22nd 10:00 AM – 2:00 (Attached)
PDG Tom Reinagel
· PDG Tom reported that both the Dr. Ann Stadelmaier Hearing Aid Fund and the Hearing Evaluation Services of Buffalo had information available in the lobby. 
· As Long Range Planning Chairman, PDG Tom spoke on the areas being looked at this year, including the 2nd VDG Position and the revised Policy Manual which was made available to all voting cabinet members.  The VDG will be placing articles in the DGNFL on various aspects of the manual, and it is also available on our website.

· PDG Tom reported that the committee has  again been addressing the cost and distribution of the DGNFL.  Each member currently pays $5.00 towards the newsletter, and it is important that we continue to get the information in it out to all of our members.  That price was set in 1998 and has remained the same for the past ten years. However the cost has risen every year, mainly because of postage costs, and there is usually a shortfall for the District Governor each year, sometimes up to $2000.00.  The committee is trying to  come up with a viable answer to the problem.  A survey will be placed in the DGNFL asking each club to make  a choice of how they would like to receive the DGNFL – the two options are as follows:

·  Continue to receive a printed copy at a cost of $7.50 per member 
· Receive the DGNFL electronically at a reduced cost of $3.50 per member

PDG Tom and committee members PDG Jim Luckman, RC Joe Biondo, VDG Dave Gehring and Lion Ruth Munson would be happy to discuss this with any Lion who has questions.

Journey for Sight Chairman ZC Lion Tom Witkowski
· The date for this year’s Journey For Sight has been set for April 25th, 2008.  The Niagara County Lions Clubs will be the sponsors of this year’s event, which will take place at Tuscarora State Park in Wilson, NY.  Registration will take place at 10:00 AM and there will be food, entertainment and prizes.  Letters will go out shortly to Presidents and Secretaries of every club. Lion Tom has guaranteed a 70 degree sunny day again this year and hopes for good participation from all clubs.(Attached)
VBS Chairman Lion  Rick Jachimiak

· Lion Rick spoke of all the great work being done  by the Ross Eye Institute and reminded all Lions of the $400,000 pledge made by us.  Over $200,000 has been raised so far and he asked all Lions to continue to think of ways to raise funds for this worthy cause. Volunteers are also needed daily, and anyone who is available for a couple of hours should call PCC Jeff Stribing to set up a date.  Lion Rick also reported that the Neighbors for Sight campaign has been doing well.
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Ray Wheeler Chairman Lion M.J. Silliman

· Lion MJ reported that letters have been sent to all Presidents and Secretaries asking for a donation of $.50 per member for the Ray Wheeler Fund. Several requests have been approved already and several more are expected. (Attached)
Dog School Chairman PDG James Luckman 

· PDG   Jim  reminded us of the quote “ I may be wrong, but I doubt it” and stated that we have the four best dog schools in the world right here in our state.  All four have exhibits at today’s convention and he encouraged all Lions to visit them.  He also asked us to be sure and read his articles in the DGNFL every other month highlighting one of the schools.
 Peace Poster Chairman Tracy McLaverty
· Lion Tracy reported that judging of the District Peace Posters is taking place today in the boardroom next door.  We were asked to pick the top five posters and the results will be reported later today.  The five District 20-N winners will be on display at the Niagara Falls International Airport from November 9th, with the grand opening on Wednesday, November 19th at 6:00 PM and on December 4th the MD-20 Peace Poster Exhibition will open at 6:00 PM.  Everyone is invited to attend and support the students of our area.  (Attached)
· Lion Tracy also spoke of the Peace Poster Quilts that are available to every club to use for a fund raising event.    

Recycling Chairman Lion Phil Silliman

· Lion Phil called up Lion Joe DeMarco of Angel Flight and presented him with a check for $1000.00 from money earned by recycling.  Lion Joe thanked all the Lions, and especially Lion Tom Witkowski of the Grand Island & Lancaster Lions and the Riverside Lions Club for all their work.  Lion Joe is willing to come and speak to any club and thanked us all for helping to get the word out of this wonderful program.
Retention Chairman ZC Lois  
· Lion Lois spoke to us about the recent MERL workshop, and the importance of retaining the new members that we induct.
Youth Chairman PDG Kimberly 

· PDG Kimberly reported that there will  again be a Leo Leadership Weekend at this year’s State Convention in Binghamton in May. She also reported that there will be a Lions Youth Day with UNICEF held on March 13th in conjunction with Lions Day with the UN Program. 200 registrants will be at the program from all over the world. PDG Kimberly will be helping coordinate the program.
Environmental Chairman RC James Martin

· Lion Jim reminded us all to use the new postage stickers for recycling ink cartridges.
NYSBLF Board Member CC Kenneth Butkowski II

· CC Ken reported that Uplinger Award tickets are now available.  If District 20—N sells 100 tickets, $1000.00 comes back to our district. If you buy three tickets for $100.00 a piece you or your club are eligible for one of 14 prizes.  1st prize is a 2009 Ford Fusion or $20,000 2nd prize is $2500, 3rd prize $1500, 4th prize $1000 and prizes 5 – 14 are $500 each. Winning tickets will be drawn at the State Convention in May.
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Camp Badger Chairman PDG Roger Haase

· PDG Roger reported that Camp Badger is alive and well. It has reopened as a Transitional School teaching children how to cope in the everyday world.  A fundraising letter will be sent out to every Lion in New York State over Thanksgiving asking you to donate to this worthy cause.
Sight Conservation Chairman PCC Jeff Stribing

· PCC Jeff thanked Lion Rick Jachimiak of VBS and Diabetes Chairman PCS Nancy Luckman for their reports.
VDG Dave Gehring

· VDG Dave read two submitted reports for those unable to be here.  Co-Chairman of Special Kid’s Christmas Barbara Bucheit asked all clubs in her area to donate to the Baker Victory Party on December 13th at 6:00 PM.  Constitution Chairman PDG Don Newman reported that  the changes to International and MD-20 Constitution and By-Laws will automatically be incorporated into the District 20-N Constitution and By-Laws.
Special Presentations
· DG James called forward IPDG Ken Butkowski II to make the  presentations of 100% Secretary and 100% President Awards for the 2007-2008 year.

· 100% Secretary Awards went to Lion Joe Biondo of the Pendleton Lions and Lion Nancy Luckman of the Gasport Lions who were unavailable at our last Cabinet Meeting.
· There were nine 100% Presidents out of 54 clubs for the 2007-2008 year:

· Amherst President Richard Teetsel

· Barker President Frank Eldredge

· East Aurora President Rick Jachimiak

· Gasport President Lorna Burkwit

· Kenmore President Bonnie Haase

· Springville President James Miller

· West Seneca President Daniel Dunn

· Youngstown President Lois Kaminski

· Pendleton President Gary Braun was not in attendance and will be given his award at another time.

The Lions Spinning Wheel was again spun and winners rewarded.

PDG Roger Haase held his drawing for the Robert J. Uplinger Memorabilia with ZC Lion Lorna Burkwit winning the first three drawings and DG James winning the final.

There was a one hour break for lunch, Peace Poster voting and meeting with the vendors from 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM. 

Introduction of ID Dr. Jerimiah Myers
DG James introduced our Special Guest Speaker, International Director Jerimiah Myers. Dr. Myers, an optometrist  from Kodiak, Alaska, was elected to serve a two-year term as a director of the International Association of Lions Clubs at the association’s 91st International Convention, held in Bangkok, Thailand, June 23-27, 2008. A member of the Kodiak Lions Club since 1982, Director Myers has held many offices within the association, including club president, zone chairperson, region chairperson, district governor and council chairperson. 
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In recognition of his service to the association, Director Myers has received numerous awards, including three Project Chairperson of the Year awards and two Volunteer of the Year awards, the Humanitarian Award, and the 100% Governor Award. Director Myers is a Melvin Jones Fellow. In addition to his Lions activities, Director Myers is active in numerous professional and community organizations. He is a 27-year member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks and vice president of the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce, and has served as president of both the Kodiak Parent Teachers Association and the Kodiak Convention and Visitors Bureau.
 Director Myers has four children and two grandchildren.
Dr. Myers told us of his early life when he was diagnosed with tuberculosis of the bones. He credits the Shriner’s Hospital for Children for allowing him to keep his legs after others had told him he would have to have them both  amputated. He spent three years in the hospital and wore braces on both legs when released.  His family was not wealthy, and all of his medical care was provided at no cost.  This is when he realized the importance of the work that associations like the Lions do.  We do not often get to see where the money we raise ends up, but we are indeed miracle workers.  The money we gave to CSF II was used for so many life saving projects including saving the sight of millions of people.  He spoke of the tour he took with DG James and CS Diane to the Olmsted Center, UNYTS and Radio Reading and commended our District for the amazing things that are happening here. He asked us to be proud of ourselves for all we do, and to wear our Lions pin with pride – it’s a beacon of light to those who are in need. Lions were named the #1 Non-Governmental Organization in the world and have been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  It is because of Lions like those in 20-N, miracle workers who change the world around them.  He spoke of some of our huge projects, like the Grand Island Lions Picnic for kids.  He asked us to have faith in each other, to nourish each other and sang for us the song “He Lives In You” from the Lion King, a song  about the spirit of life that lives in each of us.
Dr. Myers presented  International President Certificates of Appreciation   to  three of our District 20-N Lions.  Zone Chair Lion Sheila Jones, Amherst Lions Club,  Lion Rick Jachimiak from the East Aurora Lions and CT Lion Charles Landry of the Wilson Lions were honored by Dr. Myers  for all their good works in our District and presented with IP Al Brandels pin.  Dr. Myers presented his personal banner to Lion Charles Landry in thanks for the use of his guitar, and to  PDG Kimberly Stribing for her encouragement over the years.

Dr. Myers asked District Governor James Muscoreil to join him at the podium and presented him  with his personal banner and pin along with a special Ivory Harpoon Point he gathered from the remote villages of Alaska many years ago, the most respected symbol of bravery ever found. He presented it as  a good luck charm in honor of  DG James’ faith and courage.
DG James presented Dr. Myers with his banner showing his Share the Light theme and the Buffalo Host Stamp Art depicting the city of Buffalo.  A donation of $250.00 in Dr. Myers name will be made to Vision Beyond Sight and a special “Made in Buffalo” food basket will be shipped to him in Kodiak.  

Peace Poster Results

· Lion Tracy McLaverty announced the five posters that were chosen  to move on to the exhibition at the Niagara Falls Airport.  They were numbers 1, 17, 8, 5 and 10. He did not know which clubs these posters were from as the entrants names are on the backs of the posters, which are still attached to the wall. 
A special drawing was held from the tickets of those who purchased lunch today and Lion Tracy won a free lunch at our next cabinet meeting.
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Region/Zone Reports: 

Region 1 Chair Clancy Burkwit reported that the Olcott Lions Club needs other clubs to set up as vendors at this year’s Polar Bear Swim.  He also reported that Lion George Bridgeman, Chairman of the State Youth Band, asked all clubs to consider sending a young person to this year’s Convention to play in the band.
 Region 1 Zone 1 Chair Lois Kaminski reported on the Wilson, Ransomville, Youngstown and Town of Niagara Clubs.  (Attached)
Region 1 Zone 2: Chair Lorna Burkwit  Due to her just being named Zone Chair, no report was available.
       Region 2 Chairman Joseph Biondo reported all clubs are doing well.
Region 2 Zone 1 Chair Tom Witkowski reported on the  Grand Island,Pendleton,Tonawandas and Town of Wheatfield clubs. (Attached)  
Region 2 Zone 2 Chair Sheila Jones filed her report  with the Cabinet Secretary and reported on the Amherst, Kenmore, Sheridan Drive, and Williamsville clubs.  (Attached) 
Region 3 Chair Harold Deutschlander filed his report with the Cabinet Secretary and reported that a joint AC meeting is planned for Monday, November  24th at Magruder’s Restaurant in Depew, NY. (Attached)
Region 3 Zone 1 Chair Ben Dockery reported one new club in his Zone, the Buffalo Latino Lions and that all clubs are doing well.
Region 3 Zone 2 Chair Gene Moran spoke on Veteran Day and asked us all to keep all of our soldiers in our prayers.  He reported on the Akron, Alden, Clarence, Depew and Lancaster Lions and his report was filed with the District Secretary.  (Attached) 
Region 4 Chair James Martin reported that all clubs are functioning well.  He will be letting everyone know the date for the WNED member drive as soon as he gets it.  He needs Lions to man the phones.  Lion James Sedor was named Region 4 Secretary of the Year for 2007-2008.  The Region 4 Social is Thursday night, November 13th, at Shea’s.
Region 4 Zone 1 Chair Dan Dunn  reported on the West Seneca, Blasdell Woodlawn, and South Buffalo/Lackawanna clubs. All are looking forward to the Habitat Home Dedication next Sunday, November 16th, 3:00 PM , 30 Guilford St. in Buffalo. (Attached)
Region 4 Zone 2 Chair Dave Conley filed his report with the Cabinet Secretary and reported on all of the activities of the Boston, East Aurora, Evans Township, Town of Hamburg and Orchard Park Lions.  (Attached)
Region 5 Chair Scott Sampson filed his report with the Cabinet Secretary on all clubs except Falconer and Jamestown. Most of his clubs are just getting back to business as of this report and he reported on their summer activities (Attached)
Region 5 Zone 1 Chair Gary Wells  reported on all of his clubs and submitted his report to the District Secretary. (Attached)
Region 5 Zone 2 Chair Don Dove  reported on the clubs in his Zone – Frewsburg, Jamestown, Gerry, Randolph and Falconer. All clubs are collecting eyeglasses and donated to CSF II.  Randolph is building a home for a single parent with three kids.  Jamestown is working on a Leo’s Club.
Region 6 Chair Joseph Giblin received reports on six  of his eight clubs.  
Region 6 Zone 1 Chair James Miller filed his report on Gowanda, Franklinville Machias, Springville and Arcade with the Cabinet Secretary. (Attached)
Region 6 Zone 2 Chair Bob Campbell reported that his Zone had 7 new members in October.  Little Valley donated $2700 to VBS from their 5K race and Salamanca Lions made $1400 at the Falling Leaves Festival.
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DG James thanked all the Region and Zone Chairs for their reports.
The 50/50 Split Club Drawing was held with the following Lions winning:

Lion Ruth Munson, Amherst Lions
$75.00


Lion Jim Miller, Springville Lions 
$50.00

The next Cabinet Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 28th in Lockport, NY.  

A motion was made by VDG Dave Gehring, seconded by Region Chair Clancy Burkwit and unanimously carried  to adjourn the meeting at 1:55 PM.







Respectfully submitted,








Lion A. Diane Muscoreil







Cabinet Secretary 

[image: image2.png]









