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A Message From  
 

 

DG CLANCY BURKWIT 

DECEMBER  2011 

 

Greetings Lions, Lioness and Leos:    
 

 My year is off to a fast and furious start and I’m       

running hard to keep up with all of the meetings, events, 

ACM’s, phone calls, and emails.  Unfortunately I know I have 

missed some and I apologize.  I encourage anyone who may 

have not received a proper response from me to try again. 

      We had a great turn out at the last 20-N Cabinet meeting.  

International Director Brian Sheehan made a unique power 

point presentation that we will all remember. 

      The Peace Posters were outstanding this year and judging 

was difficult.  My heart felt thanks to Lion Dennis Fulton-

Sears and his committee’s hard work for a very successful 

event.  Next year we will start a little earlier to get everyone 

rolling on this worthwhile project. 

         Again, I would like to congratulate all of the Clubs who 

have met their financial obligations by paying their Interna-

tional, State and District dues.  Paying dues in a timely   

manner is a reflection on your Club and District. 

         With the Christmas season approaching fast, I want to 

wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year.  I 

hope that everyone will be able to spend time with their    

family and friends. 
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DISTRICT 20-N ID Dinner/Cabinet Meeting 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Amherst Lions held their Community Health 

Fair on 10/29/11. Shown in photograph are        

Opthamologist Dr. Patel,  Imaging Technician Greg 

Price, and Fair Chairman Lion Nimmy Muda-

liar. Club President Lion Herb Wilber is having his 

eyes tested.         

Club News 
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The Cheektowaga Lions announced the winners 
of  their Peace Poster contest at the JFK Middle 
School. The top prize of a one hundred dollar sav-
ings bond went to Caleb Boyce – Wright, second 
prize to Leah Hoffman and third to Jesica Helminiar, 
each receiving a fifty dollar savings bond. 

 

Pictured are: Middle School Principal David Peters, 
Caleb Boyce – Wright, Art Teacher Carleen Dixon 
and Jesica Helminiar. 

     The Lewiston Lions sponsored and partnered 
the 2011 Peace poster contest held at Stella Niag-
ara Education Park, with Lions and local dignitaries 
attending. This important mission is to help our 
young people nurture a lifelong vision and desire for 
peace. Pictured from left to right: Lewiston Lions 
President Ron Craft, first place winner student at 
Stella Niagara Camille Bennett. 

PENDLETON LIONS PEACE POSTER 

This past October 31st at the Starpoint School art 
room we met with Lions and art teachers, princi-
ples' and administrators to select our three Peace 
Poster winners.  This year’s theme was “Children 
Know Peace”.  We had three young 7th grade stu-
dents Catrina Basin, selected first over all, Kelsey 
Maldiner second and Matalin Barone third.  Substi-
tute Art teacher Debbi Ferrentino worked only with 
the 7th grade, about 120 students participating in 
the contest.   



DG VISITATION SCHEDULE 
 
DECEMBER 1ST  TOWN OF WHEATFIELD LIONS 

DECEMBER 5TH  RIVERSIDE LIONS 

DECEMBER 6TH  CHEEKTOWAGA LIONS 

DECEMBER 7TH  BUFFALO HOST LIONS 

DECEMBER 12TH AMHERST LIONS 

DECEMBER 14TH  GRAND ISLAND LIONS 

  

 

JANUARY 3RD  YOUNGSTOWN/RANSOMVILLE 

 LIONS 

JANUARY 4TH  TOWN OF NIAGARA LIONS 

JANUARY 9TH  SHERMAN LIONS 

JANUARY 10TH  DEPEW LIONS 

JANUARY 11TH  PENDLETON LIONS 

JANUARY 17TH  KENMORE LIONS 

JANUARY 19TH  BUFFALO LATINO LIONS 

JANUARY 25TH  OLCOTT LIONS 
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Region 5 Zones 1 & 2 members held their AC 

meeting at the Chautauqua Children’s Safety 

Education Village at the Ashville BOCES. 

Priscilla Shoup from the Chautauqua Blind Assn. 

was the guest speaker.  Lion Steve Maggio of the 

Jamestown Lions Club provided a tour of the 

CCSEV and highlighted the Lions Building in the 

Safety Village. 

CEP + CNA = Club Success! 

 
I'll get right to the point: CEP = Club Excellence 
Program and CNA stands for Community Needs 
Analysis. Now, how can these two concepts help 
your club become the best it can be, stocked with 
Lions ready to work your club's activities, whether 
they be in service or in fundraising, and also be 
r e l e v a n t  t o  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ? 
As of now, your Club President has received infor-
mation regarding the Club Excellence Program in 
the form of a questionnaire entitled "How are your 
ratings?" This questionnaire takes just 15 minutes 
of each member's time and can be completed in 
complete anonymity. It asks for your opinions in 
four key areas: club meetings, membership, club 
activities, and your personal satisfaction as a Lion. 
When completed, supply the original or a copy to 
your Club President. Each President has been 
asked to form a committee of 10% of your club's 
membership to tabulate the data and list all com-
ments made. The questionnaire, tabulation form, 
and instructions are available at the district's web 
site, www.20nlions.org. A copy of the results is 
then given to each member. The club then learns 
and decides how they can act in raising the aver-
age score to each question to be between 3 and 
4. The International understands that there will be 
difficulties in raising scores and some difficult de-
cisions may have to be made. In that regard, it 
stands behind each member, each club to assist 
in any away possible to make it the best it can be. 
There are answers and assistance that will help 
you. We know there are struggling clubs and there 
may be struggles within a club, but there is a help-
ing hand from leaders in our own district and 
those at International that will support you and 
give you the helping hand you may need. Each 
club has been requested to complete this CEP 
p o r t i o n  b y  J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 2 . 
The goals of the program, besides those already 
stated, is to have 75% of the district's clubs partici-
pate with 75% of the membership within those 
club completing the questionnaire. Avoiding 
meaningful change for the better will only result in 
a vacuum of service to those who are disadvan-
taged in your communities. Imagine for a minute 
someone needing assistance and no one is there 
to take care of them. Imagine... Haven't we all 
t a k e n  a n  o a t h  t o  s e r v e ? 
In closing, if you have any questions, needs, or 
suggestions, please contact me at (716) 909-
1862 or at liontom20n@roadrunner.com. Good 
l u c k  a n d  l e t ' s  g e t  g r o w i n g ! 
   Lion Tom Witkowski  

Audio recordings of the LION Magazine are available online 

at the Lions Clubs International website:                        

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/

lionmagazine/audio-recordings.php  

To request the LION Magazine on CD, please contact: 

January through June call: 865-482-349  July through     

December call: 706-549-1313       

There is no charge for any of these services 

http://www.20nlions.org/
tel:%28716%29%20909-1862
tel:%28716%29%20909-1862
mailto:liontom20n@roadrunner.com


 
 
 
  

 

Club News 
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Planning is underway for the Olcott Lionôs popu-
lar Polar Bear 'Swim for Sight'  set for Sunday, 
March 4th.  In its 43rd year, the swim is sponsored 
by the Olcott Lions Club and attracts more than 
1000 brave swimmers and several thousand spec-
tators to the shore of Lake Ontario.  The 'Swim for 
Sight'  is a successful fundraiser that bene-
fits sight preservation and blindness prevention 
programs supported by the Lions.Food services 
are provided by several neighboring Lions 
Clubs.   Olcott Lions President Dominic Capobi-
anco notes that Swim proceeds benefit many Lions 
programs sponsored by District 20-N and funds are 
also sent to the Lions International Founda-
tion.  Information about the 2012 Polar Bear 'Swim 
for Sight'   and photos are avail-
able at  olcottlions.org 

In October 2011 South Buffalo-Lackawanna   
Lions Club President Lion John Shaffer inducted 
five new members into the South Buffalo-
Lackawanna Lions Club. Shown in photo are: 
Back row, 1st VDG John Shaffer, Lion Ann Siuda, 
Lion Helen May and Lion Mary Cyganik.    Front 
row,  Lion Dennis Suida and Lion Kay Warren. 

The Sheridan Drive Lions Club hosted its first    

annual All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast on 

Sunday November 6, 2011 at the St. Edmund 

campus of St. Christopher's Parish.  The event in-

cluded a Chinese auction, a baked goods sale, 

and split club raffle.  Hundreds of tasty pancakes 

and sausages were served to the many atten-

dees.  The Sheridan Drive Lions wish to express 

their thanks to the multiple members of other WNY 

clubs that attended this inaugural event. 

.Sheridan Drive Lions President Marcia Benware 

and husband Lion Randy Benware in photo. 

Giving back to the community, President Dan 

Dragonette and Wheatfield Lions members 

J.McCormic, A.Kroeing, P.Wilson and B.Cliff are 

getting ready to serve our seniors a FREE pan-

cake breakfast. 

http://olcottlions.org/index.htm


     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Dr. Nimmy Mudaliar of 

the Amherst Lions Club was 

pleased to introduce Dr. Katherine 

Frachetti MD, a fellow with the Dia-

betes and Endocrinology Center of 

WNY as guest speaker at their Oc-

tober 10, 2011 meeting.  Dr. 

Frachetti gave an excellent presen-

tation on both types of diabetes. She 

stressed the importance of regu-

lar eye exams and blood sugar test-

ing for diabetics.   

SUPER BOWL XLVI RAFFLE 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA      FEBRUARY 5TH, 2012 

1ST PRIZE ~ SUPER BOWL PACKAGE FOR 2 Worth over $10,000 

Tickets,4 days/3 nights stay at Marriott, Airfare and More! 

2nd Prize: $2,000  3rd Prize:  $1,000  4th & 5th: Prize: $500  6th thru 11th Prize:  $250 

DRAWING HELD ON 1/21/2012 

COST $20 PER TICKET OR 6 TICKETS FOR $100 

All proceeds benefit the Brandel/Murphy Youth Foundation 

Contact PDG James Muscoreil for tickets 628-8052/jmuscoreil@gmail.com 

The Town of Niagara Lions Club have had a very busy fall! They marched in the Town Electric Light 

Parade on October 29th, had their Braille Lion float repaired by original creator Liz Blair, who was 

presented with a gift certificate in appreciation, and conducted their annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony 

including a color guard, flag raising and wreath presentation. 
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Amherst Lions 

Participating in 

2011 Diabetes Walk 

Lion President Ed Clark presenting 

Liz Blair with a gift certificate at our 

November 2 meeting. 

Pictured is Lion President Ed Clark 
and Lioness President Brenda Herman 
placing the wreath at memorial. 

Walking with our parade banner are Lions 
Boyd Clark,  President Ed Clark, Jean 
Haseley, Gerry Haseley, Bruce Gorzka, 
Paul Peters, and PDG Robert Shively. 

President Lion Herb Wilber, Lion 

Kathy McElligott with guide dog 

Scout, and Diabetes Awareness 

Chairman Lion Nimmy Mudaliar 

at 2011 "Step Out / Walk to Stop 

Diabetes" held at Coca Cola Field. 



Many Lions and guests were on hand to view 

the District 20-N entries in this yearõs Peace 

Poster Contest. The exhibition opened on 

November 7th  at the Market Street Art   

Center in Lockport and will run through   

November 22nd. The theme for 2011 was 

òChildren Know Peaceó.  

Peace Poster Chairman Dennis Fulton-Sears 

spoke about the theme of this yearõs contest 

and introduced our three judges. 

District Govenor Clancy Burkwit was on 

hand to congratulate all of the young people 

who participated in this yearõs event. New-

fane Art Teacher Vic Thibault congratulated 

his pupil, Ana Bryer, for her first place win. 

District 20-N Peace Poster Contest 

The  winners as chosen by the judges 

are: 

First Place:  Ana Bryer, Newfane 

Second Place: Laura Dabireau, Or-

chard Park 

Third Place: Victoria Wagner, Wilson 

Honorable Mention - 

Catrina Basinski, Starpoint Middle 

School 

Connor Keenan, St. John the Baptist 
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Judges Joe Buczkowki & Tracy 

McLaverty,  Chairman Dennis Fulton-

Sears and Judge Anne Friedmann. 

Newfane Art Teacher Vic Thi-

bault congratulated his pupil, 

Ana Bryer, on her work. 



 

DISTRICT 20- N LIONS 

DGNFL PUBLISHING SCHEDULE DEADLINES TO LION DIANE 

DECEMBER 27TH FOR THE JANUARY 13TH ISSUE 

FEBRUARY 13TH FOR THE MARCH 1ST ISSUE 

MARCH 27TH FOR THE APRIL 13TH ISSUE  

MAY 15TH FOR THE JUNE 1ST ISSUE 

UPCOMING EVENTS AROUND THE DISTRICT 

DECEMBER 10TH  CHRISTMAS FOR SPECIAL KIDS 

JANUARY 21ST HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER 

GO TO THE CALENDAR AT WWW.20NLIONS.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.20nlions.org 

Wheatfield Lions 36th ANNUAL HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER BANQUET 

Saturday, January 21st            ~            Antonioõs Banquet & Conference Center 

6:00ñ10:30 pm   Family Style Dinner at 7:00 pm 

Cost $30 per person 

Overnight Special Room Rate of $59.00 

Chairman Lion Sam Cala      sc62buff@roadrunner.com        716-694-6693 (Res.) or 716-704-8040 (Cell) 

As part of  Lions International President Tam's ini-

tiative, the Wilson Lions planted eight mature 

trees in Greenwood Cemetery in Wilson on October 

22nd. Later that month, they held their annual 

Halloween Party, where along with the candy, cider 

and doughnuts,  two bicycles were given away to a 

lucky boy and girl thanks to Lions Carmen Presti 

and Joe Jastrzemski. Over 300 kids and their par-

ents were in attendance at the event.   

mailto:sc62buff@roadrunner.com

